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Abstract     
This study aims to determine the ability to write an English analytical exposition text in class XI Religion 2 MAN 
2 Polewali. Therefore, the main problem is how the students' ability to write analytical exposition texts in class 
XI Agama 2. This research is quantitative and descriptive. The population in this study were students of class 
XI Religion 2 MAN Polewali. This means that the population is 15 students, and this population is used as a 
sample of 15 students. In collecting the data, the researcher used a writing test. Students are asked to make 
an analytical exposition text. Analysis of student score data found that students' ability in writing analytical 
exposition texts was still lacking in class XI (15 students). In this case, in class XI, Religion 2, there were no 
students who got "very good" scores. Six students got the same student's work. The results of this study 
indicate that the ability to write analytical exposition texts is not capable with students' writing results below 
the average, and the researchers also found that students' writing results are considered impure because of 
the indications that students take them from the internet. This is indicated by the use of vocabulary used in 
addition to the results of interviews with the teacher. The researcher found that there was no guidance from 
the teacher to the students on how to write analytically. The teacher's exposition text only directs students to 
look for the structure of the analytical exposition text. 
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1. Introduction 

English is an international language that is used as a communication tool in everyday 
life and in the academic world. In Indonesia, English as a foreign language is taught formally 
in schools from junior high school to university level. It has become a compulsory subject. 
In addition, there are many elements in English, such as reading, speaking, listening, and 
writing. Writing is an activity to convey something using language through writing, with 
certain intentions and considerations to achieve something desired. "Writing," as defined by 
the term, is an activity in which characters are used to create a note or information on a 
medium. 

Writing will continue to be valuable in the world of education because it allows people 
to think more easily. Writing is a very powerful learning tool, and it plays an important role 
in the world of education. Therefore, in addition to pouring ideas, other elements such as 
reviewing in terms of speech, vehicle, and arrangement must be followed. Meanwhile, 
according to Dewi Kusumaningsih (2013), writing is indeed a form of thinking, but it is 
thinking for certain responders and for certain situations. In the process of teaching and 
learning English in schools, writing skill are categorized as language skills that must be 
mastered by students, meaning that they require a lot of vocabulary in composing 
paragraphs. 
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As we must believe, writing is the most crucial and challenging skill in the language. 
Which means the teacher should enjoy the activities and have the related hobbies. Actually, 
writing is not an easy activity to do for the purpose of sharing information. Writing plays an 
important role for students who are in the process of learning a language. In Indonesia, 
students are required to learn to write different text types. Analyzing a text is one way that 
can be used by the teacher to determine the students' ability in writing 

However, many studies have been conducted in Indonesia on students' ability to write 
various types of texts. Therefore, in this study, the researcher wanted to know the students' 
ability in writing text-analytical exposition. An analytical exposition is a text that elaborates 
the writer's idea about the phenomenon it’ surrounds. According to Nurhikmah and April, 
analytical exposition texts involve students mastering the topic in order to provide arguments 
as support. This means that students must gain some knowledge that will be used to analyze 
the topic. 

In senior high school, the analytical exposition text is one of the texts that is learned 
by the eleventh-grade students. Nevertheless, the students usually faced difficulty in writing 
analytical exposition text. Man 2 Polewali is a school that uses 2013-based (K–13) in the 
process of teaching and learning English. English is taught two times a week (90 minutes) 
and the passing grade for the English subject is 75 in the eleventh grade. Based on the 
description above, the researcher thinks that the importance of this research lies in being 
able to improve students' ability to understand analytical exposition text properly and 
correctly. The researcher conducted research entitled "Analysis of students' Ability in Writing 
Analytical Exposition Text at XI Grade of MAN 2 Polman. 

The use of the guiding questions technique in increasing students' writing of analytical 
exposition text in the second grade of SMA Negeri 1 Natar. This study was conducted by 
Nabilla Marsya (2018). In this research, the researcher administered five meetings. At the 
beginning of the meeting, the researcher conducted a pretest to find out the students’ initial 
ability in writing analytical exposition texts. The researcher then held three treatment time 
meetings.At the end of the meeting, the researcher conducted the posttest to find out the 
students’ writing ability after having the treatments that used the guiding questions 
technique. 

The purpose of this study was to improve the students' ability to write textual 
analytical expositions through the guiding question technique. The subjects of this study 
were 35 students in one of the SMA Negeri 1 Natar. The results of this study indicate that 
there is an increase in students' writing abilities to write analytical text from pre-test to post-
test after being taught through the Guiding Questions technique. 

Rifa’atul Mahmudah (2015) found that the descriptive research that aims to analyze 
how students' writing in analytical exposition texts is seen from the structure of the analytical 
exposition text itself, namely the thesis, argument, and reiteration. In this study, the author 
used an assessment rubric adapted from the Hamp-Lyons theory, which is used by a team 
of assessors who are experts in writing and the author himself to assess the student's 
writing. The instrument used is writing analytical exposition text based on three different 
topics. This research was conducted at MAN 2 Padang for class XII students in the 
2015/2016 academic year. The number of student writings collected is 100 texts, and 25 
texts are taken randomly as a sample for analysis. The results of the analysis show that the 
students' ability to write theses, arguments, and reiterations is included in the good category. 
For better results, English teachers are expected to provide more writing exercises to 
students for various types of texts in English, especially analytical exposition texts. 
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Furthermore, this research can be used as a reference to develop research related to better 
analytical exposition texts in the future. 

In teaching writing on analytical exposition text at the senior high school level was 
effective. This technique is used to help the students organize their ideas. In addition, it 
allows the students to share and exchange their ideas or information, which can be corrected 
by their peers in a pair group discussion. Students can improve their critical and analytical 
thinking skills by correcting each other's work. Students may also gain confidence and 
interest since their writing is corrected by their peers. Besides, the students can also take 
part actively. By applying the Peer Correction Technique in writing analytical exposition text, 
the teacher can achieve the goal of teaching analytical exposition text to senior high school 
students. In other words, this technique can assist teachers in instructing students on how 
to write analytical exposition texts. 

Based on the statement above, it can be concluded that there are several ways to 
improve students' writing skills. Therefore, the researcher used a writing test for students to 
improve their ability in writing analytical exposition texts. Students can write well if they know 
and apply writing techniques. 

2. Method  

The design of this research was descriptive quantitative research. Quantitative 
research will be used to analyze the students’ abilities in writing analytical exposition texts, 
which include developing ideas, organizing ideas, grammar, vocabulary, and mechanics. 
The research will be carried out at XI Grade of MAN 2 Polewali Mandar as the research 
participants. 

The researchers would conduct the research in class XI grade of MAN 2 Polewali. In 
this school, there are five classes, yet the researcher has chosen only one class, Agama 1 
class. The reason why the researchers took it  because it is the superior class among the 
other classes, which consist of 15 students. The teacher teaches without giving practice, so 
some students do not understand the analytical exposition itself. Data for this research will 
be collected by using writing test, observation and interview. The techniques are described 
in the following scenario: 

Writing tests are used to assess students' abilities. In this study, the researchers used 
tests to collect data on students' writing. The test given is a written test where students write 
an analytical exposition text. Besides that, the researchers used Observation and interview.  

Observation is a data collection technique in which researchers make observations 
directly on the object of research in order to look closely at the learning activities in XI grade 
of MAN 2 Polewali Mandar. While An interview is a form of communication between two or 
more people involving someone who gets information from another by asking questions 
based on a specific purpose. An interview can be interpreted as a method used for 
interviewing a research subject in order to accumulate data. 

3.1 . Findings 

Based on the interview results with the teacher, the researcher found that the 
analytical exposition text is one of the English materials for the 1st semester of class XI 
Agama 2. The teacher taught using Whatsapp media to teach writing analytical exposition 
texts. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic in the learning and teaching process, the teacher 
created a WhatsApp group so that the interaction in the class goes well. However, it turns 
out that the response from students is very minimal. The teacher found a problem that only 
15 of 28 students were active in the teaching and learning process because those 15 
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students did not have a mobile phone to join the online class learning. During the learning 
process, only six students gave some responses to the group. 

When the teacher gave assignments to write analytical exposition texts, students just 
searched on the internet. This was one of the problems faced by the teacher because 
students were not interested in writing analytical expositions. One of the ways that teachers 
used to ensure that the students were able to understand and write analytical exposition 
texts was to search on Google for one sample of analytical exposition text through a 
WhatsApp group to look for text structures, features, and language. 

 

Figure 1. The teacher directs the students to searching 

 

 

Figure 2. The Teacher never explained to the students 
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Figure 3. Students’ Writing Score 

After learning the material for the analytical exposition text, from the results of the 
students' writing test, the evaluation results show that students' scores in the mechanic 
assessment rubric have an average of 12.53 in the good category. This shows that the 
teacher focuses more on the mechanic’s section; that is, the teacher only directs students 
to find their own material, including definitions, general structure, and language features. 
The high average score in the mechanics section is a natural thing because the teacher 
always does the same thing at every meeting. 

The grammar assessment rubric, with an average result of 12.6 points, is in the good 
category. This is due to an indication that students are more likely to be able to use language 
features in compiling a written text because the teacher at every meeting also always does 
the same thing as in the mechanic’s section. Another reason for This grammar section is 
high because 6 writings are the same as indications of students taking the example of writing 
analytical exposition text on the internet. 

As for the results, the average value of 11.46 is in the good category. Then in the 
organizational assessment rubric, the average value of 6.4 is in the Fair category. This is 
because in the learning process, the teacher does not once order students to write an 
analytical exposition text. In the content section, the average score of 3.2 is in the poor 
category because, in the learning process, the teacher always gives assignments to 
students to find definitions, general structures, and language features without asking 
students to make analytical exposition texts. 

3.2 . Discussion 

The results of this study can also be compared with the findings of Marsya (2018). 
Marsya found an increase in students' writing ability. Di penelitian ini tidak ditemukan adanya 
peningkatan because it did not use pre and post-tests. However, the evaluation results show 
that students' scores tend to be low and not murni because there are indications that 
students take them from the internet. This is indicated by the use of the vocabulary used. 
This is because there is no guidance according to the results of observation, namely the 
teacher immediately looks for the structure himself. It can be concluded that MAN 2 requires 
a guiding questions technique as used by Marsya (2018). 
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The research that supports this is research conducted by Elfa (2020). In her research, 
Elfa used descriptive research. Research data were collected by giving writing assignments. 
Then, they are given a grade and categorized by a scoring rubric. The researcher founded 
that the use of the scoring rubric of the study. The collected data were analyzed using 
quantitative and qualitative analysis. From the data obtained, it can be concluded that 
students have an unsatisfactory performance in writing analytical exposition texts. This is in 
line with the results of the research founded by researchers who also use descriptive 
research using means of scoring. From this score, the researcher also founded that students 
had unsatisfactory scores from the analytical exposition text because students still took 
resources from the internet to work on the text. 

The results of this study can also be compared with Putri Septi (2020). Putri Septi 
explained in her research that the experimental method used a quasi-experimental design 
in two groups to determine whether there was a significant difference in students' writing 
skills in analytical exposition text using the PIE technique. This increase was not found in 
this study because it did not use the PIE technique. However, the evaluation results showed 
that students' scores tended to be low and not original because there were indications that 
students took them from the internet. This is indicated by the use of the vocabulary used. 
This is because there is no guidance according to the results of observations, namely the 
teacher immediately looks for his structure. It can be concluded that MAN 2 requires the PIE 
technique as used by Putri Septi (2020). 

The results of this study can also be compared with those of Aulia Batubara (2017). 
Aulia Batubara explained that in her research, her study found that the gallery walk 
technique method was to improve students' ability to write announcements through the 
gallery walk technique. Teaching students to write announcement text through the gallery 
walk technique can improve students' ability to write announcement text. This increase was 
not found in this study because it did not use the gallery walk technique. However, the 
evaluation results show that students' scores tend to be low and not original because there 
are indications that students take them from the internet. This is indicated by the use of the 
vocabulary. This is because there is no guidance according to the results of observations, 
namely the teacher immediately looks for his structure. It can be concluded that MAN 2 
requires a gallery walk technique as used by Aulia Batubara (2017). 

Then the results of this study can also be compared with Wulandari (2011). Wulandari 
explained in his research that the experimental method used the LEET technique to 
determine whether there was a significant difference between students' analytical exposition 
text writing skills before and after being taught using the LEET technique to improve their 
writing skills. However, the evaluation results show that students' scores tend to be low and 
not original because there are indications that students take them from the internet. This is 
indicated by the use of the vocabulary. This is because there is no guidance according to 
the results of observations, namely the teacher immediately looks for his structure. It can be 
concluded that MAN 2 requires the LEET technique as used by Wulandari (2011). 

4. Conclusion  

As previously described in the results and data analysis, it can be concluded that the 
findings of observations and interviews about how students' writing skills analytical 
exposition texts are in 

The average results based on the average results in the mechanics section were in 
the good category, the average results in the grammar section were in the good category, 
the average results in the vocabulary section were in the good category, the average results 
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in the vocabulary section were in the good category, the average results in the organization 
6.4 were in the fair category, and the average result in the content 3.2 section was in the 
poor category. By looking at the average results of students' writing skills, it shows that 
students do not have the ability to write analytical exposition texts because no one gets a 
score in the very good category. 
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